K is for Kids® “Power of the Word” 2011 Art Contest Guidelines
Overview: 

Appreciation for literature and leadership is the goal of the K is for Kids Foundation® “Power of the Word” art contest, as a part of Bring a Book, Bring a Friend for Children’s Literacy® month in February. 
Although the K is for Kids program follows a "contest" format, winning should not be the emphasis. Participation in the K is for Kids program is a unique way for students to explore and learn how to visually express the power of words and the importance of reading. 
Theme:
The Power of the Word art contest gives young artists an opportunity to demonstrate the power of communication and how reading can affect their lives and the lives of those around them.

Artists must choose a word, phrase or poem to illustrate by showing the strength, impact, effects, consequences, results OR influence those word(s) can have, through artistic treatment.

Prizes:

Entries will be judged by local fine art professionals, plus artists from the K is for Kids Advisory Council and Teen Advisory Team.

· Photographic images of 25 Finalist entries will be published in an upcoming collector’s edition of the K is for Kids Young Authors book series (Click on “Your Book” at  to see the current Young Authors edition.)

· All 25 Finalists will have their artwork displayed in the Collier County Sheriff’s Office records gallery, 2nd floor, in the county government complex, corner of Airport Road and US 41, from April 20 - June 1st. 

· Finalists and their families will be invited to a Bring a Book, Bring a Friend Exhibit Opening & Winners Reveal, at the gallery, from 5-6:30 p.m., on Thursday, April 21, when winners will be announced. 

· Winners’ works will also be featured on the sheriff’s Web site, as well as the school district’s Web site and may be included in a video on the Education Channel. 

· Winners will receive ribbons noting their achievements, including overall awards for Best Use of Media, Best Expression of Theme and Best Visual Appeal, plus first, second, third and honorable mention in both sixth- and seventh-grade categories.

· Photos of overall winners with their artwork will be the subject of a press release that will also include the name, school and ranking of all 25 Finalists.

Rules:

This competition is open to all 7th and 8th grade students in Collier County. Students do not have to be enrolled in an art class to enter.

Teachers should register their intent to submit student entries to the “Power of the Word” art contest online at KisforKids.org no later than Friday, Jan 31.

All entries must be received at CCPS Fine Arts Coordinator Linda Cummings’ office, no later than Monday, Feb. 28.  

Submissions should be on 16 x 20 inch, unmatted drawing paper. Any medium can be used, but the finished work shall not exceed .25 inch in thickness.

The actual word, phrase or poem being illustrated must be included as part of the artwork.

Entries will be judged on adherence to theme, ease of interpretation, skilled use of media and effectiveness of message.  

The following information must be printed on the back of every entry:
Student’s name, home phone, grade, school, teacher’s name and media.

Artwork will be available for pick up between June 27 and July 8, 2011, at the K is for Kids Foundation office, 5683 Strand Ct, #7, by appointment. Call 597-KIDS (5437), to set an appointment or to make other arrangements for return of artwork.

Please note, student submissions shall be treated as being free of restrictions and limitations on their use, reproduction and publication.
